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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29 October 13 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin (Mayor) 
Mr 
D Atherley
Mr 
I Baird

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr 
R Drury 

Mr
C Elsmore
Mrs 
E Elsmore 
Mrs
J Morgan

Mr 
G Prosser

Also Present County and District Cllr Paul McMahon, Tanya Palmer. A member of the press.

Mr Walt Williams arrived at 7.06 pm; Fran Challis & Danny Faux arrived at 7.45 pm 
Public Forum
As no members of the public were present the Mayor moved to the business of the council. 
Before the start of the meeting the Mayor welcomed District Cllr Tanya Palmer and congratulated her on her recent election. 

121. Apologies
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Kay, Penny & C Morgan. 
Apologies were also received from PC Rob Dix. 

122. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr J Morgan declared a personal interest in item 130 & 142 
123. To allow dispensation requests 

There were no dispensations 

124. To approve the Minutes of 24 September 2013
The Minutes of the meeting held on 24 September 13 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
125. To raise matters arising from the meeting of 24 September 2013
Cllr C Elsmore inquired if a response had been received from Pc Bob Lloyd regarding the Owen Farm development. The clerk reported that it had not. 
The Clerk reported that finally the dog waste bins had been installed in Mile End and at the end of the cycle track. 
126. To hear report from the Police
There was no report from the police. Cllr Merrikin reported how dissatisfied she was with the response from the police regarding the response time to the 101 number. It was unacceptable to use inexperienced and overstretched staff as an excuse and impractical for many to resort to sending an email. She requested that this be referred back to the Public Safety Committee

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
127. To agree payments (see attached) 
The payments for October 2013 were noted and agreed.

128. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)
The petty cash payments for October 2013 were noted and agreed.
129. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)
The monthly budget figures for October 2013 were noted and agreed. 

130. To agree to support Newland Parish Council request that we raise with the FoDDC our concerns over the way the precept to parish & town councils is being paid and the subsequent detrimental effect this has on parish and town council budgets
After a discussion which raised the concerns that this was limiting the potential of town and parish councils to provide services that the District and County councils were shedding, that it could have a year on year effect plus the added concern that the Government were threatening to cap town councils. It was proposed that the FoDDC be written to supporting Newland Parish Council’s stance. .

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
131. To note decisions of Events & Marketing Committee 
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. The Clerk reported that she had great difficulty setting up the splinter group meeting but hoped that they would meet in the next few weeks. 

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
132. To agree the recommendation of the Finance and Office Committee. 
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. The grant of £5000.00 be given to the Christmas Lights Committee. Cllr Cox inquired why such a large sum was necessary. The Mayor explained they had a big program of replacing with more eco friendly light bulbs plus new lights had been bought and of course the cost of the electricity. We were lucky to have such a good display for such a relatively small cost. .
133. To agree the recommendation of the Amenities Committee
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. The Clerk reported that Mr Coborn had been approached for a quote to repair the wall in Mushet Walk for the mural. 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
134. To agree the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. The Council noted the purchase of 2 additional CCTV cameras one to be installed at the top of the High Street. 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
135. To agree the recommendation of the Burial Committee
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. Councillors were pleased that the cost of a Natural Burial for those outside the district had been reduced to a more acceptable level. .. 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr G Prosser
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
136. To note the recommendation of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the planning meeting of 24 September and 8 October were noted. Cllr C Elsmore invited all councillors to attend the planning meeting on 12 November at 6.15pm as Nigel Gibbons Forward Planning Officer FoDDC & Wendy Jackson Regeneration Officer FoDDC were attending to discuss the future layout of the town centre reading residential, commercial and industrial areas. 

137. Note Reports From Members (For Information Only)
The Mayor attended
28 Sept 13 
Hosted women’s Coffee morning with Baroness Royall to discuss local issues
30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

3 Oct 13 

West Dean PC NDP consultation event at Lakers School

5 Oct 13 

Usk Charity Event 

10 Oct 13 

Monmouth Charity event 

11 Oct 13 

Tufthorn Avenue official opening 2 Rivers Housing 

20 0ct 13 

French Market 
Cllr D Atherley 


8 Oct 13 

Deanery Synod 

Cllr I Baird 

30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

3 Oct 13 

West Dean PC NDP consultation event at Lakers School

16 – 21 Oct 

HCA Enquiry by Design for College site Berry Hill 

22 Oct 13 

Evidence gathering workshop FoDDC

Cllr C Elsmore 

30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

I Oct 13 

FoD Area Health Forum

2 Oct 13 

CAB Annual General Meeting 

6 Oct 13 

Forest Showcase 

11 Oct 13 

Tufthorn Avenue Open Day 

17 Oct 13 

Headstone testing

22 Oct 13 

Community Meeting Angel Hotel 
Cllr E Elsmore 
30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

I Oct 13 

FoD Area Health Forum

2 Oct 13 

CAB Annual General Meeting 

6 Oct 13 

Forest Showcase 

22 Oct 13 

Community Meeting Angel Hotel 

Cllr N Penny 

30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

3 Oct 13 

Meeting with Clerk re employment contract

3 Oct 13 

West Dean PC NDP consultation event at Lakers School
6 Oct 13 

Forest Showcase

20 Oct 13 

French Market 

Cllr G Prosser

11 Oct 13 
FoDDC to study brick & tiles for Bank Street & Owen Farm developments 

Cllr S Cox 

17 Oct 13 

Headstone testing

Cllr J Morgan

30 Sept 13 

Coleford NDP Meeting

Cllr C Morgan 

15 Oct 13 

Holocaust Memorial Day training. 
Cllr R Drury 

Requested that Councillor training be identified and appropriate training be provided and that as money remained in the grants budget it be allocated for particular areas.

Informed the Council that HOOF was reforming as there was fear that the government was to pursue its intention to sell off the Forest.  

138. To Note Reports From District And County Councillors 
Cllr C Elsmore attended:

1 Oct 13 

Standards Panel 

7 Oct 13 

Community Scrutiny 

14 Oct 14 

Environment Scrutiny 

15 Oct 13 

Community Scrutiny 

16 Oct 

FoDDC Public Health meeting 

19 – 21 Oct 

HCA Enquiry by Design for College site Berry Hill 

21 Oct 

Forward planning (wind design)

24 Oct 

FoDDC Full Council 
Cllr C Elsmore reported that the FoDDC had changed its stance on including DLA as part of the qualifying income for discretionary housing payments. Only £30k of the £120k had been used. 

He also reported that the consortium bid by the Forestry Commission in the lottery had not been successful.

Cllr Tanya Palmer confirmed she was now ‘up and running’ and would look into the discretionary payments on behalf of CTC

County Cllr P McMahon

Reported that works had been completed by Highways and this had been circulated to the Highways committee

He had attended the HCA Enquiry by Design for College site Berry Hill and would be keeping close eye on how this developed.

The Wilderness Centre was costing a great deal to maintain empty but the campaigners were being given 6 months to raise the funds to purchase the building 

A legal challenge was being proposed to the badger cull but it would be subject to a scrutiny enquiry.

139. To Note Correspondence 
Members noted the items of correspondence received during October 2013. The letter from JEMBORA to clean the clock tower area is to be referred to the Amenities Committee
140. In Committee
141. To be updated on the purchase of the land from Gloucestershire County Council 

The clerk updated the Council.
The meeting finished at 8.55 pm
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